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REPORT 


OP  THE 

MED  IGA  lx  OFFICER 

POE  THE  YEAR  ENDING 

DECEMBER  31ST,  1898. 


Rothbury,  January  21st ,  7£PP. 

To  the  Rothbury  Rural  District  Council. 
Gentlemen  — 

Permit  me  to  present  to  you  this  my  third,  Annual 
Report,  to  your  Council,  and  the  22nd  to  the  Rothbury 
Sanitary  Authority.  During  the  year  1898,  the  number 
of  births  registered  was  115,  being  3  more  than  in  the 
previous  year,  and  of  these  64  were  males,  and  51  females. 
This  corresponds  to  a  rate  of  24*0  per  1,000,  being  slightly 
below  our  average  of  25'o  ;  while  that  for  England  and 
Wales  is  30.  Daring  the  first  quarter,  there  were  regis¬ 
tered  23,  in  the  second  34,  the  third  34,  and  the  last  24, 
There  was  a  great  increase  in  the  Rothbury  part  of  the 
union — from  29  of  last  year  to  37  this  year,  being  at  a  rate 
of  28*5. 
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The  deaths  were  88  in  number,  one  of  these  a  female 
being  a  stranger,  who  came  into  the  district  with  her  fatal 
illness  upon  her,  leaves  87  belonging  to  it.  This  is  at  a 
rate  of  18*20  per  1,000  per  annum,  and  is  decidedly  above 
our  average  of  16*0,  and  is  double  that  of  last  year,  of 
only  Q*o.  That  for  England  and  Wales  is  about  19*0. 
Of  these  87,  45  were  males,  and  42  females,  and  they 
occurred  in  each  month  as  follows  :  From  the  December 
of  last  year,  5  ;  during  January,  1898,  6  ;  during  February 
7  ;  March,  12  ;  April,  14  ;  May,  6  ;  June,  2  ;  July,  7  ; 
August,  6  ;  September,  3  ;  October,  5  ;  November,  7  ; 
December,  7. 

As  there  were  registered  115  births,  and  87  deaths,  it 
follows  that  28  were  naturally  added  to  the  population 
during  the  year.  This  furnishes  a  rate  of  only  5*8  against 
our  average  of  g*o  ;  while  that  for  England  and  Wales  is 
about  12*0,  thus  yours  is  not  a  district  that  adds  much  to 
the  population  of  the  country. 

Of  the  115  births,  there  died  11  before  reaching  the 
age  of  one  year,  thus,  in  infancy,  which  amounts  to  a  rate 
of  95*65  per  1,000  born,  a  good  deal  below,  and  better, 
than  that  for  England  and  Wales  of  120  ;  this  is  very 
favourable  that  our  infants  live. 

Under  the  heading  of  the  epidemic  or  zymotic  class 
of  diseases,  there  was  only  one  death,  this  being  due  to 
measles,  and  is  referred  to  further  on  in  this  report.  This 
is  at  the  very  low  rate  of  0*2,  as  against  our  average  of 
1*8,  while  that  for  England  and  Wales  is  2.1.  This  is 
very  satisfactory. 

The  chief  causes  of  the  other  deaths  were  as  follows  : 
Phthisis  (consumption),  8,  as  against  the  average  of  14  ; 
bronchitis,  pneumonia,  and  pleurisy,  15,  as  against  11  ; 
this  marked  increase,  I  have  no  doubt,  is  largely  due  to 
influenza,  which  frequently  broke  out,  and  these  are  the 
ususal  complications  of  that  scourge.  Heart  disease  caused 
no  less  than  17  deaths,  as  against  our  average  of  11,  and 
this,  I  fear,  has  been  a  frequent  sequel  to  the  influenza. 
1  his  scourge  itself,  the  Influenza,  was  decidedly  responible 
for  8  deaths.  If  we  add  the  excess  of  deaths  from  bron¬ 
chitis,  pneumonia,  and  pleurisy,  to  those  from  heart 
disease  (4*6),  to  this  8,  we  have  no  less  than  18  deaths 


more  or  less  attributable  to  the  influenza.  As  this  is 
highly  infectious,  surely  here  is  a  lesson  to  all  to  keep 
away  from  those  suffering  from  the  disease. 

Injuries  caused  2  deaths  ;  other  causes  were  37  in 
number,  which  include  senile  decay,  10  ;  cancer,  5  (our 
average  being  4*5) ;  apoplexy,  5  ;  Debility,  4. 

The  ages  at  which  these  occurred,  are  tabulated  as 
follows  :  Under  1  year,  11  ;  1  and  under  5,  2  ;  5  and  under 
15,  5  ;  15  and  under  25,  6  ;  25  and  under  65,  28  ;  65  and 
upwards,  36  ;  and  of  these  latter,  14  were  over  80  years  of 
age,  and  15  others  over  70. 

One  can  hardly  help  coming  to  the  conclusion  from 
these  figures,  that  there  must  be  a  large  proportion  of 
elderly  persons  in  your  district,  and  that  the  younger  (that 
which  increases  the  population)  is  less  in  evidence,  doubt¬ 
less  migrating  to  the  towns  for  work.  The  population 
itself  is  diminishing,  doubtless  due  to  the  laying  down  of 
the  land  to  permanent  pasture,  ceasing  to  till  it,  and  thus 
employing  less  labour. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons 
that  died  in  each  district  of  the  union,  with  the  corres¬ 
ponding  death  rate  for  each  per  1,000,  calculated  upon  its 
own  population,  viz  : — 


Alnham, 

2.-— 10*0. 

Longframlington 

,  7.— 14*0. 

Alwinton. 

19.-19*0. 

Longhorsley, 

2. — 20*0. 

Brinkburn 

2. — 12*5. 

Netherwitton, 

2. — 12*1. 

Cambo, 

2. — 11*0. 

Rothbury, 

28.-21*5. 

Elsden, 

6. — 18*0. 

Whittingham, 

17. — 20*2. 

Thus  the  rural  district  of  Rothbury  heads  the  list  with  a 
rate  of  21*5  ;  Whittingham  and  Longhorsley  next  with 
20’2  and  20*0  ;  then  Alwinton  with  its  rate  of  19*0.  This 
latter  and  Longhorsley  (Wingates)  have  had  a  good  deal 
of  attention  bestowed  upon  them  during  the  year,  and  this 
surely  justifies  it.  The  average  for  the  union  is  16*0. 

The  Stranger  was  a  young  woman  who  came  on  a 
visit  at  Thropton  with  pneumonia  upon  her,  and  died 
there. 
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Injuries  were  answerable  for  2  deaths,  one  a  lad  run 
over  by  a  waggon  at  Ritton  White  House  lime  works. 
The  other  a  male  of  43,  who  was  thrown  from  his  horse 
and  killed  near  Warton. 

Inquests  were  held  upon  these,  and  also  a  male  aged 
63  years,  at  Netherton,  whose  death  was  largely  due  to 
alcoholic  excess. 

Scarlet  Fever  broke  out  at  West  Hepple,  on  April 
1 8th,  in  a  girl  aged  4  years.  She  was  away  at  Newcastle 
a  month  previously.  There  were  no  cases  in  this  district, 
and  with  care  and  isolation,  with  disinfection,  it  did  not 
spread.  She  recovered.  There  were  no  unsanitary  con¬ 
ditions.  On  September  24th,  a  young  man  visiting  at 
Kidland  Lee,  there  took  ill  with  it.  He  came  from  Wooler 
district,  where  it  was  occurring.  Care,  disinfectants,  and 
isolation,  were  used,  and  it  did  not  spread.  This  place 
was  recently  placed  in  a  good  sanitary  condition. 

Measles  were  imported  to  Nunnykirk  from  New¬ 
castle,  and  broke  out  on  January  9th,  the  gardener  taking 
it.  He  (not  knowing  it  was  upon  him)  attended  a  service 
at  Colt  Park,  and  thus  caused  it’s  spread  to  that  place, 
Ritton  (January  27th),  Ritton  White  House,  and  Win¬ 
gates,  14  were  affected  in  all.  The  school  at  Wingates 
w&s  closed.  A  lad  aged  16  succumbed  at  Wingates,  the 
rest  recovered.  At  this  house  an  ash-midden  and  privy 
are  still  needed.  On  June  21st  it  broke  out  at 

Rothley  Lakes,  where  a  child  visiting,  carried  it. 
There  were  two  cases,  and  both  recovered.  They  were 
isolated  and  it  did  not  spread.  On  August  6th,  it  broke 
out  in  the  gardener’s  house  at  Whitton.  It  was  brought 
by  a  child  from  Heaton.  A  second  case  occurred  on 
August  27th,  and  a  third  later.  All  recovered  and  it 
ended  here.  They  were  isolated,  care,  and  disinfection 
being  used. 

Whooping  Cough  was  imported  into  Longframling- 
ton  from  Newcastle,  in  July.  It  spread  until  the  schools 
were  closed  for  the  holidays,  when  it  died  out.  There 
were  no  deaths. 

Chicken  Pox  broke  out  in  the  Thropton  school  dis¬ 
trict  in  November  and  December. 


I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the 
medical  practitioners  in  your  districts  for  their  hearty 
support,  and  issuing  instructions  to  the  patients  under 
their  charge,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection, 
when  they  were  called  in  to  attend  upon  these  diseases  ; 
also  in  letting  me  know  of  their  occurrence,  with  answers 
to  my  enquiries  regarding  the  same. 

Influenza  frequently  cropped  up  in  outbreaks  all 
over  the  union.  It  never  in  reality  dies  out,  but  smoulders, 
only  to  break  out  in  outbursts  throughout  the  year.  As 
already  shown,  it  caused  eight  deaths  directly,  and  doubt¬ 
less  ten  others  indirectly. 

Diarrhcea  was  a  little  more  prevalent  than  last  year. 

Overcrowding  was  alleged  to  occur  at  Ritton  White 
House  Lime  Work’s  Cottages.  At  the  Board’s  request, 
I  visited  these,  and  found  that  no  doubt  it  had  occurred, 
but  another  house  being  taken  by  the  lodging-house  keeper, 
it  had  ceased  to  exist. 

The  only  case  tried  before  the  Magistrates,  was  that 
of  Mr.  Robinson  of  Longframlington,  for  using  the  water 
supply  without  authority,  and  wasting  it.  He  was  con¬ 
victed,  and  ordered  to  desist  from  the  same. 

At  Netherton  Buildings,  the  pig-stye  and  ash- 
middens  have  been  cemented  out,  and  proper  connections 
made  with  rain  spouts  and  drains  ;  out  offices  also  spouted, 
and  sinks  placed  at  doors.  The  floors  are  not  yet 
cemented.  Ashes  and  house  refuse  are  still  deposited  at 
the  charming  river  bank  at  Thropton.  This  ought  not  to 
be,  a  proper  depot  should  be  provided ;  the  best  place  I 
can  see  being  the  Moor,  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  T. 
Howey.  The  Alnwick  Board  has  had  its  attention  strongly 
called  to  the  very  unsanitary  condition  caused  by  it,  in 
allowing  the  overflow  of  Glanton  Sewage  tank  to  pass  down 
your  roadside.  This  Authority  is  supposed  to  be  enquir¬ 
ing  into  means  for  its  cure.  Mr.  Robinson’s  water  supply 
at  the  villa,  Longframlington,  is  still  unsatisfactory.  The 
Greenleighton  one  has  held  out  all  the  summer,  and  is 
very  much  appeciated.  Netherton  Village  still  stands  in 
need  of  a  proper  sewage.  The  good  plan,  carefully  pre¬ 
pared  by  your  Inspector,  is  not  yet  acted  upon. 
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At  Barrow,  proper  sanitary  arrangements  are  in 
course  of  construction.  Barrow  Mill,  the  floor  repaired 
in  the  living  room,  the  bed-room  walls  cement  pointed  ; 
drained  in  front  with  sanitary  pipes  from  the  sink  ;  still 
requires  privy  and  ash-midden,  and  better  drainage  at 
back.  Flotterton  Cottages.  The  owner  has  shown  me  an 
excellent  plan,  prepared  by  your  Inspector,  for  privies  and 
ash-middens,  with  drains,  &c.,  for  the  six  cottages,  which 
have  none  of  these  ;  but  so  far,  I  regret  to  say,  has 
advanced  no  furthur.  Woodhall  Cottages  and  Farm  House. 
The  owner  having  been  twice  cautioned,  and  served  with 
notices  to  provide  proper  sanitary  requirements,  is  now 
cautioned  that  the  Board  will  provide  the  same.  Healy 
Cote  has  been  improved,  but  still  needs  another  ash-midden. 
At  Whitton,  the  owner  seems  likely  to  provide  proper  out¬ 
buildings.  Brinkburn  Works.  The  water  supply  has  been 
protected,  and  sink  and  dram  provided.  Longframlington. 
Richardson’s  property  has  been  restored,  and  out-offices 
provided.  Wingates.  An  ash-midden  and  privy  supplied, 
but  there  is  still  one  needed  at  Middle  Cottage  (Brodie’s). 

A  committee  has  been  appointed,  to  act  with  a  similar 
one  from  the  Urban  Council,  with  power  to  provide  an 
infectious  diseases  hospital.  A  site  has  been  kindly  let 
near  Whitton  Burn,  and  already  part  erected  ;  the 
remainder  is  under  weigh,  and  will  furnish  accommoda¬ 
tion  for  four  patients  and  a  nurse. 

The  water  supply  to  the  West  Field  House  was  shown 
by  me  to  be  in  a  dangerous  state,  and  has  been  rectified, 
as  has  also  the  drainage.  Rothley  Craggs.  The  sewnge 
outlet  from  the  hall  has  been  placed  into  a  proper  closed 
tank,  and  the  overflow  passes,  before  entering  the  burn, 
through  a  channel  50  yards  in  length,  filled  with  coke.  Its 
outlet  seems  perfect.  At  the  Board’s  request  I  again 
visited  and  examined  the  Glanton  sewage  tank  overflow^, 
as  reported  above.  Also  at  your  request,  the  state  of 
Alwinton  Inn,  when  notices  to  rectify  unsanitary  condi¬ 
tions  were  served,  but  not  yet  complied  with. 

Accompanied  by  your  Inspector,  I  made  special 
inspection  of 

1.  Alwinton  (ii  houses  inhabited  by  49  persons),  J. 
Bland’s  house  needs  proper  ash-midden,  the  floor  being 
very  wet  and  damp.  Storey's  the  same.  These  houses 
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have  been  spouted,  and  thus  improved.  The  privy  of  the 
latter  having  no  visible  hole  to  empty  it,  and  no  ash- 
midden  to  empty  into  it,  is  in  a  disgusting  condition. 
There  is  no  visible  means  of  cleaning  it  out.  A  private 
report  was  sent  in,  and  adopted  by  the  Board.  Three 
Cottages  above  need  properly  constructed  ash-middens. 
Common’s  (the  inn  before-mentioned),  sanitary  defects 
ordered  to  be  rectified.  Mrs.  Cowan’s  :  Very  damp  floor 
and  walls,  needs  spouting. 

2.  (a.)  Harbottle  (27  houses  and  101  persons).  The 
sewage  outlet  runs  alongside  the  public  road,  and  at  times 
is  very  offensive.  The  old  sewer  in  the  village,  a  stone 
one,  defective,  has  at  length  been  relaid  in  proper  sanitary 
pipes.  At  the  Schools,  better  out-buildings  are  required. 
J.  Ross  needs  a  proper  sink,  John  Foggon  the  same,  Wm. 
Davison  the  same,  and  also  proper  privy  and  ash-midden, 
(b.)  Woodhall  (5  houses  inhabited  by  15  persons).  The 
cottage  needs  all  sanitary  requirements,  and  ash-midden 
for  farm  house  and  farm  cottage,  with  drain  at  back. 

3.  Netherton  &  Netherton  Buildings  (21  houses 
inhabited  by  81  persons).  Notices  to  empty  both  ash- 
middens  and  privies  were  served  upon  three  tenants  and 
complied  with,  The  Schoolmasters  house  needs  an  ash- 
midden,  Miss  Grey  better  provision  for  manure  heap. 
Hill’s  need  spouting,  an  ash-midden  and  drainage.  The 
whole  village  needs  a  proper  system  of  drainage,  as  pointed 
out  previously. 

Your  Inspector  informs  me  that  he  has  attended  to 
all  the  above-noted,  and  others,  serving  in  all  41  informal 
notices,  33  legal  notices,  10  final  notices  ;  and  under  his 
advice,  53  nuisances  have  been  abated  for  foul  conditions, 
structural  defects,  ash-pits  and  privies,  animals  improperly 
kept,  pig-styes,  deposits  of  manure.  Drainage,  defective 
traps  and  spouting,  defective  water  supplies,  and  houses 
unfit  for  human  habitation.  Six  cow-keepers  registered. 
Carried  out  the  work  of  extension  of  the  Longframlington 
water  supply  to  New  Moor  House,  and  superintended  the 
connecting  of  12  private  branches  to  the  mains  ;  also  the 
old  stone  sewer  taken  up  at  Harbottle  and  laid  in  sanitary 
pipes.  Conducted  one  prosecution  for  taking  and  wasting 
water  supply,  without  leave,  for  building  purposes. 
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Mr.  Bertram,  of  Cragside,  with  his  usual  kindness, 
has  again  furnished  me  with  the  return  of  rain  and  sun¬ 
shine  for  the  year  1898,  being  as  follows  : — - 


MONTH.  INCHES. 

January  ...  0*7  9. 

February  ...  i*oo. 

March  ..f  2*43. 

April  ...  374, 

May  ...  i’5o. 

June  ...  2*oo, 

July  ...  0-87. 

August  ...  2*12. 

September  ...  I’49‘ 

October  ...  7*67. 

November  ...  4’ 85. 

December  ...  2*49. 


Total  30*95-  inches, 


Our  average  is  34*0  inches.  Rain  fell  on  148  days  ;  while 
the  hours  of  sunshine  were  1402. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  Barrow, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  OF  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  OF  NEW  CASES  OF 
INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  during  the  year  1898,  in  the  Rothbury  Rural  District  ;  classified 
according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localites. 


Names  of  Localities  adopted 
for  the  purpose  of  these  statistics  ; 
Public  Institutions  being  shown 
as  separate  localities. 

Population 
at  all  Ages 

Registered 

Births. 

Aged 
under  5 

or 

over  5. 

New  cases  of  sick¬ 

ness  in  each  locality, 
comin  g  to  the  kn o  w  - 
ladge  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

Last 

Census 

Esti¬ 

mated 

to 

middle 

of 

1898 

Scarla¬ 

tina 

Measles 

Alnham 

205 

200 

2 

Under  5 

5  upw’ds 

Alwinton 

1034 

1000 

19 

Under  5 

5  upw’ds 

1 

Brinkburn  . ,  , . 

160 

160 

4 

Under  5 

5  upw’ds 

Cambo  (part) 

191 

180 

6 

Under  5 

5  upw’ds 

2 

Elsdon  . .  > . 

331 

335 

14 

Under  5 

6  upw’ds 

Lon  gf  ramlin  gton 

450 

500 

8 

Under  5 

5  upw’ds 

Longhorsley  (part) 

110 

100 

4 

Under  5 
5  upw’ds 

1 

6 

Nether witton  (part) 

172 

165 

3 

Under  5 
5  upw’ds 

2 

5 

Rothbury 

1358 

1300 

37 

Under  5 
5  upw’ds 

l 

1 

2 

Whittingham 

879 

840 

18 

Under  5 
5  upw’ds 

Totals  . . 

4880 

4780 

115 

Under  5 
5  upw’ds 

1 

1 

4 

15 

